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International AIDS Candlelight Memorial 
 

LILONGWE, MALAWI – The Opening Ceremony for the 25th Anniversary of the 
International AIDS Candlelight Memorial was held in Lilongwe, Malawi, on May 18th.  
Malawi's President Bingu wa Mutharika presided over the ceremony and lit the ceremonial 
candle, kicking off Candlelight Memorial events commemorated in 115 countries. The 
Candlelight Memorial is the world's oldest and largest grassroots HIV/AIDS mobilization 
event. 
  
President Mutharika called upon Malawians to go for voluntary testing and counseling to 
learn their HIV status and commended civil society organizations in Malawi for being 
strong advocates for improved HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment programs.  The 
former president of the Republic of Zambia, Kenneth Kaunda, also joined in the call for 
HIV/AIDS awareness and continued government commitment to fighting the disease.   
  
Maurice Middleberg, vice president for public policy at the Global Health Council, thanked 
the government of Malawi for being a committed partner in the fight against AIDS and 
recognized the Malawi Network for People Living with HIV/AIDS (MANET+) for its 
leadership in civil society.  MANET+ is a nongovernmental umbrella organization for more 
than 400 HIV/AIDS support groups throughout Malawi.   
  
Malawi is one of the sub-Saharan African countries hardest hit by the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic.  Thousands of Malawians attended the Candlelight Memorial in Lilongwe at Civo 
Stadium.   
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